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A Non-Profit Venture 
~1M Learners from 192 Countries 

*MIT and Harvard have committed $60M to the venture 

 
• Increase access to 

learning worldwide 
 

• Improve on-campus 
education 
 

• Open source 
platform 
 

• Learning pedagogy 
research 
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155,000 Students Enrolled in First Course  

Same staff resources as 150 person on-campus class 

7,157 
Certified 8,240  

Took the Final 
9,318  

Passed the Mid-Term 
10,547 

Made it the Mid-Term 

26, 349 
Tried the First Problem Set 

“Active Learners” 

154,763  

Registered for 6.002x: Circuits and Electronics 
 



Where is this? 
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The New Classroom 



Blended Learning Pilot 
San Jose State University 

 
FALL 2012 COMPARED TO 
SPRING 2012 
 
COURSE retake rates 
dropped from 41% to 9% 
 

Source: San Jose State University Davidson College of Engineering 
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Learning and retention is 
related to depth of mental 
processing. 
- Craik and Lockhart, 1972 



 



Students who were able to press 
a continue button to go on to the 
next segment performed 
better… 
- Mayer 2003 
      J. Educational Computing Research 
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Oh god; have I missed you... :~} 
Rapid feedback has a 
significant and positive effect 
on student performance when 
compared to no rapid 
feedback. 
- Chen, Whittinghill, Kadlowec 2010 



Virtual Game-Like Laboratory 
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Tell me and I forget. 
Teach me and I remember. 
Engage me and I learn. 
- Benjamin Franklin 
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Campus Students Identified Three Key Components of the Online Course 
that they Particularly Liked 

Ability to stop and 
pause video 

lectures 

Immediate 
feedback on 
homework 

Immediate 
Response from 

External Discussion 
Forum 

Feedback from Our Campus Students 
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Week of Course 

What do Students Visit First? 

6.002x Fall 2012 

Homeworks 

Videos 
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Hours spent on homework in relation 

to total points in course 
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Resource area ~ time spent 

Research with Learning Big Data 

Pritchard http://RELATE.MIT.edu 

What Resources are Learners Accessing 



Learner Activity Profile – Deadlines Work! 
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