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“Knowing is not enough, we must apply; willing

is not enough, we must do.”

- Goethe



Medical Education: a lifelong

obligation and privilege

• The pace of medical advances and basic science

discoveries has never been greater.

• Traditional education initiatives are threatened

– Cost

– Conflict of interest concerns

– Accountability

• The appearance of new diseases – from AIDS to SARS

– and the difficulty in treating age-old pathogens like

influenza and cholera remind us that we must think

globally.



Wish List for Innovative Medical

Education Efforts
• Broadly available (“a worldwide network”)

• Can be accessed with available technology

• Can be utilized for a variety of purposes

– “Primary learning” for students, trainees, (alternative or
supplement to traditional lectures, journals, textbooks)

– Continuing education for practitioners

– Creation of networks of clinicians, researchers, and
scholars that will share problems, ideas, and insights

– Task forces for particular goals

• Ethics

• IRB and DSMB approaches

– Rapid response needs



Requirements for Innovative Learning

• Interactive

• Self assessment

• Certification

• Deficits ! special education

• Creation of communities of scholars, linked by

distance learning approaches, and not limited

by geographic barriers



Our Experience

• History of GCP project (cooperative effort –
Silva, Rodriguez, and Rubin)

– CITP program (produce clinical scientists)

– CME efforts in Latin America

– Distance learning experience

• English, Spanish, Mandarin

• Approach to clinical problems

– State of the art lectures

– Annotated bibliography

– Case studies (interactive)

– E-conference room



This web course is made possible through an unrestricted

educational grant from Roche Laboratories.





























Lessons from Initial Experience

• Active vs passive learning

• Fungal infection

• Transplant Infectious Disease

• Statistics

• Study Design

• Clinical Pharmacology

• Case Studies in Biomedical

Ethics
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“Our heads are round so that our thinking can change

direction.”

- Francis Picabo

“Many people say that it is the intellect which makes a

great scientist. They are wrong; it is character.”

- Albert Einstein

“This is not the beginning of the end; it is the end of the

beginning.”

- Winston Churchill


